HOW OLD IS GRANDMA AND GRANDPA

One evening a grandson was talking to his grandmother about current 
events.

The grandson asked his grandmother and grandfather what they thought about the shootings at schools, the computer age, and just things in general.

The Grandma replied, "Well, let me think a minute, I was born before:

Television
penicillin
polio shots
food mixers
frozen foods
Xerox
contact lenses
Frisbees and
the pill
helicopter’s

Aerosol Spray

Refrigerators with a freezer compartment

Microwave ovens


There was no:

Radar
Radar detectors
credit cards
laser beams or
ball-point pens

Man had not invented:

Nylons

Tupperware


M and M’s

Tony the Tiger for Kellogg’s Frosted Flakes

pantyhose
air conditioners
computers

cell phones

roller blades
dishwashers
clothes dryers - the clothes were hung out to dry in the fresh air and
man hadn’t yet walked on the moon

Your Grandfather and I got married first, . . and then lived together. Every family had a father and a mother.

Until I was 25, I called every man older than me, "Sir". And after I turned 25, I still called policemen and every man with a title, "Sir."

We were before gay-rights, computer-dating, dual careers, daycare centers, and group therapy.
Colonel Sanders began selling Kentucky Fried Chicken about the same time Bugs Bunny was introduced, about 1952!
Glenn Miller was the first person to sell a million records of Chattanooga Choo Choo!

Our lives were governed by the Ten Commandments, good judgment, and common sense.
Saturday night was the night to go to town.  Kids went to the “movies” for less than a dime, mom would buy groceries, and dad would get a hair cut go to the hardware store or implement dealer, and talk to the others in town for the Saturday night event.  
The Saturday night ritual happened in the summer as well as the winter.  Winter would find families going to restaurants for “coffee” and “pop”.  In the summer, people would just gather outside stores and talk.

We were taught to know the difference between right and wrong and to stand up and take responsibility for our actions.

Serving your country was a privilege; living in this country was a bigger privilege.

We thought fast food was what people ate during Lent.
Having a meaningful relationship meant getting along with your cousins.

Draft dodgers were people who closed their front doors when the evening breeze started.

Time-sharing meant time the family spent together in the evenings and weekends-not purchasing condominiums.
Cars did not have Air Conditioning, which came first in a Nash, (no longer available) Daimler introduced Power Windows and Chrysler introduced Power Steering.

Jet Air Travel came after we were teenagers, and space travel was not even thought of.


We never heard of FM radios, Stereos, tape decks, CDs, electric typewriters, yogurt, or guys wearing earrings.
Body piercing (including ears) was seen only on “gypsy’s” or those in the Circus or Carnivals
We listened to the Big Bands, Jack Benny, and the Presidents speeches on our radios.
The first recordings were actually “cylinders”, then there were 78’s, 45’s, 33’s LP’s and of course, the 16 2/3 RPM “records”.

In order to play the 45’s on a 78 player, a plastic disc had to be inserted in the large hole used for 45 players.

We listened to “The Shadow”, “Roy Rogers”, “Gene Autry” and “Hop-along-Cassidy” on the radio, and on Saturday morning it was always Henry Aldrich, and Buster Brown and his dog Ty, they lived in a shoe!  
Can’t forget “The Lone Ranger and Tonto” either! The FBI in peace and war was also on the radio.

And I don’t ever remember any kid blowing his brains out listening to Tommy Dorsey.

If you saw anything with Made in Japan on it, it was junk.

The term making out referred to how you did on your school exam.
Newspaper delivery “boys” had to “collect” each week from the people they delivered papers to – the price, about 7 cents, and it was hard to collect the 7 cents!   The term when the doorbell rang, or a knock on the door – simply one word – “COLLECT”!
Pizza Hut, McDonalds, and instant coffee were unheard of.
Colonial Sanders started Kentucky Fried Chicken after he received his first Social Security Check at age 65 in 1952!

We had 5 & 10-cent stores where you could actually buy things for 5 and 10 cents. They were affectionately called “dime” stores!

Ice-cream cones, phone calls, rides on a streetcar, and a Pepsi were all a
nickel. Two scoops of ice cream for a dime, and they were BIG SCOOPS!
If you ordered a malted – you always got the container the malt was mixed in along with the glass – usually enough in the container for two full glasses.
The ice truck delivered ice to your house twice a week for the “ice box” to keep items cooler, but not cold!
The milkman came around twice a week to deliver milk, cream, and cheese.

Nearly every housewife “canned” pork, beef, pickles, strawberries, raspberries, peaches, cherries, and more over a wood range in the summer, and never complained!


In addition, if you didn’t want to splurge, you could spend your nickel on enough stamps to mail 1 letter and 2 postcards.
And post cards could be bought and sent in the mail for a penny, the “penny post card”
Private Telephone lines were not available, everyone lived on a Party Line with up to 15-25 different families.

When your phone rang, everyone on the line would know, and they could “listen” to your conversations.  No one used the phone after 7:00, unless it was an emergency!
The phone rings were 2 long and a short, 3 longs, a short, and a long, etc.

When you called a business, there was a real person on the other end that would and could actually help you.

If you called a residence, and no one was home, it was easy, you just hung up and called back later, there were no answering machines or “voice mail”.
You could buy a new Chevy Coupe for $600, . . . but who could afford one?
Too bad, because gas was 11 cents a gallon.
“Service Stations” were actually that, they would pump your gas, fill up your tires with air, check your oil, and wash your windows, (all of them) for the price of a fill of gas @ 29.9 cents a gallon or less if there was a “gas war”.
An “Emergency Brake” was just that, a handle or lever to stop you car in case the brakes on your car failed.

At some time, the “Emergency Bake” was converted to a parking brake, to be used when parking your car.

The horizontal device on the side of your car was called “running boards”. Have no clue why these items were called “running boards”, however, in the early days, there were times one had to “run” and push your car to get it started, and it was fairly easy to jump on the running board to get in your car, once it was started!

If your car had a “rear seat speaker” that was the ultimate, and even better if the control device was a variable device to control the volume rather than just “front, back, and both”.
There was virtually one type of head lights for all cars, rather than today where nearly every car has a different type of headlight.

Boys actually took guns to school to go hunting after school, or maybe before school. Many boys had guns in their cars during the hunting season (and so did the teachers!)

In our day:
“guys” dated “girls”,

“girls” dated “guys”

“gay” meant you were happy,

“suck” was never used in mixed company,
“drag” meant to race on the streets and roads,
“Bud” was they guy next door

“palm” was a part of your hand

“screen” was something to keep the bugs out of your house

“window” was something you looked through

“blackberry” was a fruit you picked in the woods
"grass" was mowed,
“high” meant a tall structure,

"coke" was a cold drink,
“Soap” meant something to wash your clothes or dishes with

"pot" was something your mother cooked in and

"rock music" was your grandmothers lullaby.

"Aids" were helpers in the Principals office,

“chip" meant a piece of wood,

"hardware" was nails, nuts and bolts found in a hardware store and

"software" wasn’t even a word.
“pig” meant an animal one ate for meat.
“sundries” were small items purchased at Drug Stores.

“a gas war” was between gas stations, not between gas nations!

Words that no longer have the same meaning as they did when we were young such as icebox, dime store, bobby socks, panty raid and canasta (a card game)

X-rays were used in nearly every shoe store to measure your feet for correct shoes, and were used mainly on children.  Children loved to see their feet in the X-ray machines!  Do you think some children may have been “over exposed”?
In Las Vegas, downwind from atomic weapons testing, people lined up to see how “radioactive” they were – it was fun to watch the Geiger counter count your radio activity!

Kids actually went outside to play, usually about 8:00 in the morning, and were not allowed back in the house until 5:00 PM – and there were few kids that were over weight in the 40’s and 50’s.

And we were the last generation to actually believe that a lady needed a
husband to have a baby. 
No wonder people call us "old and confused" and 
say there is a generation gap... and how old do you think I am?

I bet you have this old man and lady in mind...you are in for a shock!

Read on to see -- pretty scary if you think about it and pretty sad at the
same time.
WE ARE AM ONLY 65!
